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This document is meant as a partner to the online Women’s History of Outer Space timeline(s) 

found at: http://www.pecknotes.com/womens-space-history-timeline/ 

 

 

As I say on the website, while I have compiled all of this information into a single place (and I’m 

certainly not the first person to attempt this), the truth is that these timelines reference the 

work of literally hundreds of people. 

 

This is not an exhaustive list of all possible resources about any given person or topic, but 

rather a curated list of some of the more interesting documents or collections of stories.   

Concurrently, I have probably not even scratched the surface of all the women that belong on 

this timeline.   I say this at the start to emphasize that I have no ulterior motives to my article 

(or person) selections and mean no disparagement by eithers absence.    If you have done your 

life’s work on Maria Mitchell and I have somehow overlooked your work, I apologize in 

advance….  Just point me in the right direction  

and I’ll do what I can to keep this list updated.    

 

On that note, not all of the resources in this list are necessarily “good” sources and some have 

significant historical inaccuracies or debatable points (e.g. Lewis and Toland on Hypatia…) - but I 

have included them if they were something that I looked at or came across during my searches 

that provided an interesting / unique / “important” / perspective on the person/issue.    

 

Lastly, I am purposely writing this for maximum accessibility to younger readers and I have 

purposely given the website timeline summaries a positive tone.  I am not overlooking, denying, 

hiding, or otherwise obscuring the very real discrimination and sexism that nearly every woman 

described on this timeline directly faced.  However, for the purposes of this timeline, I have 

chosen to focus on accomplishments rather than impediments.    

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.pecknotes.com/womens-space-history-timeline/


Antiquity - 1850 

• Eller, Cynthia. The myth of matriarchal prehistory: Why an invented past won't give 

women a future. Beacon Press, 2000. 

• Dashú, Max. "Knocking Down Straw Dolls: A Critique of Cynthia Eller's The Myth of 

Matriarchal Prehistory." Feminist Theology 13.2 (2005): 185-216. 

• Chadwick, Robert. "The origins of astronomy and astrology in Mesopotamia." 

Archaeoastronomy 7 (1984): 89. 

• Anderson, Jay. "Astronomy the Babylonian Way." Journal of the Royal Astronomical 

Society of Canada 106 (2012): 108. 

• Parker, Richard Anthony. "Ancient Egyptian Astronomy." Philosophical Transactions of 

the Royal Society of London. Series A, Mathematical and Physical Sciences 276.1257 

(1974): 51-65. 

• Symons, Sarah. Ancient Egyptian astronomy: timekeeping and cosmography in the new 

kingdom. Diss. University of Leicester, 1999.  

• Woolley, Leonard. Ur Excavations II: The royal cemetery: a report on the pre-dynastic 

and Sargonid graves excavated between 1926 and 1931". For the Trustees of the two 

Museums by the Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1934 p.312, 334–335 & 358 

• Falkenstein, A., "Enhedu'anna, Die Tochter Sargons von Akkade," Revue d'Assyriologie et 

d'archéologie orientale, Vol. 52, No. 2 (1958), pp. 129–13 

• Weigle, Marta (Autumn 1978). "Women as Verbal Artists: Reclaiming the Sisters of 

Enheduanna". Frontiers: A Journal of Women Studies. 3 (3): 1–9. 

• Van der Waerden, Bartel L. "Babylonian Astronomy. III. The Earliest Astronomical 

Computations." Journal of Near Eastern Studies 10.1 (1951): 20-34. 

• Aaboe, Asger. "Scientific astronomy in antiquity." Philosophical Transactions of the 

Royal Society of London. Series A, Mathematical and Physical Sciences 276.1257 (1974): 

21-42. 

• Jones, Alexander. "On Babylonian astronomy and its Greek metamorphoses." Tradition, 

Transmission, Transformation (1996): 139-155. 

• Jones, Alexander. "The adaptation of Babylonian methods in Greek numerical 

astronomy." Isis 82.3 (1991): 440-453. 

• McLemore, Ethel W. "Past Present (we) - Present future (you)," Association for Women 

in Mathematics Newsletter, 9(6) (Nov/Dec 1979), 11-15. 

• Deakin, Michael A.B. Deakin. "Theano: the world's first female mathematician?", 

International Journal of Mathematical Education in Science and Technology, 44:3 (2013), 

350-364  

• M.E. Waithe (1987). A History of Women Philosophers: Volume I: Ancient Women 

Philosophers, 600 B.C.-500 A.D. p. 12. ISBN 9789024733484. 

• Plant, Ian Michael (2004). Women writers of ancient Greece and Rome: an anthology. 

University of Oklahoma Press. p. 68. ISBN 978-0-8061-3621-9. 



• Eastwood, Bruce. Ordering the heavens: Roman astronomy and cosmology in the 

Carolingian renaissance. Brill, 2007. 

• Jones, Alexander. "The place of astronomy in Roman Egypt." Apeiron 27.4 (1994): 25-52.  

(Jones also authored several "Studies in the Astronomy of the Roman Period. which are 

all worth a read.) 

• Peter Bicknell: "The witch Aglaonice and dark lunar eclipses in the second and first 

centuries BC." In: Journal of the British Astronomical Association, Bd. 93, Nr. 4, pp. 160–

163 

• Ogilvie, Marilyn Bailey (1986). Women in Science. The MIT Press. ISBN 0-262-15031-X. 

• Toomer, Gerald J., ed. Ptolemy's almagest. Princeton University Press, 1998. 

• Saliba, George. "The Role of the Almagest Commentaries in Medieval Arabic Astronomy: 
A Preliminary Survey of Ṭūsī’s Redaction of Ptolemy’s Almagest." A History of Arabic 
Astronomy: Planetary Theories During the Golden Age of Islam (1995). 

• Pedersen, Olaf. "A Survey of the Almagest." Journal for the History of Astronomy 7 
(1976): 54. 

• Ragep, F. Jamil. "Nasir al-Din al-Tusi's Memoir on Astronomy (al-Tadhkira fi cilm al-
hay'a)." Volume 1: Introduction, Edition, and Translation. Volume 2: Commentary and 
Apparatus, XV, 656 pp. 96 figs.(in 2 volumes, not available separately). Springer-Verlag 
Berlin Heidelberg New York. Also Sources in the History of Mathematics and Physical 
Sciences, volume 12 (1993): 96. 

• Socrates Scholasticus (Ecclesiastical History, Bk VI: Chap. 15) 

• Toland, John. Tetradymus. "Ch. 3 - Hypatia ". J. Brotherton and W. Meadows in Cornhill, 

1720. (p. 99 - 136) 

• Lewis Thomas 1689-1749, "The History of Hypatia: a most Impudent School-Mistress of 

Alexandria, Murder'd and torn to Pieces by the Populace, In Defence of Saint Cyril and 

the Alexandrian Clergy, From the Aspersions of Mr. Toland", London: Printed for T. 

Bickerton, 1721. 

• Elbert Hubbard, "Hypatia", in Little Journeys to the Homes of Great Teachers, v.23 #4, 

East Aurora, New York: The Roycrofters, 1908  271-292 

• Vogt, Keri. The Hierophant of Philosophy”- Hypatia of Alexandria. in Women’s Studies of 

the Christian and Islamic Traditions pp 155-175 

• Waithe, Mary Ellen. "Hypatia of Alexandria." A History of Women Philosophers. Springer, 
Dordrecht, 1987. 169-195. 

• Bregman, Jay. Synesius of Cyrene, philosopher-bishop. Vol. 2. Univ of California Press, 

1982 

• Riviera, D. M. "The Letter Collection of Synesius of Cyrene." Late Antique Letter 
Collections: A Critical Introduction and Reference Guide. Oakland (2016): 205-220. 

• Samguk sagi (삼국사기, 三國史記, History of the Three Kingdoms) is the primary 

historical record of the Three Kingdoms of Korea: Goguryeo, Baekje and Silla. 



• Bardi, Alberto. "The Paradosis of the Persian Tables, a source on astronomy between 

the Ilkhanate and the Eastern Roman Empire." Journal for the History of Astronomy 49.2 

(2018): 239-260. 

• Gingerich, Owen. "Islamic astronomy." Scientific American 254.4 (1986): 74-83. 

• Hoskin, Michael. The Cambridge illustrated history of astronomy. 1996. 

• Bucaille, Maurice. The Qu'ran and Modern Science. Islamic Academy of Science, 1978.   

• Nasr, Seyyed Hossein, and Giorgio De Santillana. Science and civilization in Islam. Vol. 

16. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1968. 

• Saliba, George. A history of Arabic astronomy: Planetary theories during the golden age 
of Islam. Vol. 2. NYU Press, 1995. 

• Charette, François. "The locales of Islamic astronomical instrumentation." History of 
science 44.2 (2006): 123-138. 

• Ragep, F. Jamil. "Copernicus and his Islamic predecessors: Some historical remarks." 

History of science 45.1 (2007): 65-81. 

• Salim Al-Hassani. "Women's Contribution to Classical Islamic Civilisation: Science, 

Medicine and Politics" 

• How astronomers and instrument-makers in Muslim civilisations expanded our 

knowledge of the universe. | Muslim Women's Council, September 23, 2014 

• Saint Hildegard of Bingen. https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-hildegard-of-bingen/ 

• Newman, Barbara. "Hildegard of Bingen: Visions and Validation." Church History 54, no. 

2 (1985): 163-75. 

• Hildegard von Bingen, Scivias, trans. by Columba Hart and Jane Bishop (New York: 

Paulist Press, 1990) 

• Storey, Ann (1998). "A Theophany of the Feminine: Hildegard of Bingen, Elsabeth of 

Schönau and Herrad of Landsberg". Woman's Art Journal. 19.1. 

• Illustrations from the Hortus Deliciarum can be seen online at: https://digi.ub.uni-

heidelberg.de/diglit/engelhardt1818bd2/0001/image 

• Encyclopedia of women in the Renaissance: Italy, France, and England  by Diana Maury 

Robin, Anne R. Lars. Publisher ABC-CLIO, 2007, ISBN 1851097724 

• Sophia Brahe (1556 - 1643)". National Schools' Observatory. Liverpool John Moores 

University. Retrieved 12 March 2019.   

https://www.schoolsobservatory.org/learn/careers/astronomy/astrowomen/Brahe  

• Christianson, John Robert (2000). On Tycho's Island: Tycho Brahe and his assistants, 

1570–1601. Cambridge University Press. ISBN 0-521-65081-X. 

• Ogilvie, Marilyn Bailey (1986). "Molza, Tarquinia". Women in science : antiquity through 

the nineteenth century : a biographical dictionary with annotated bibliography (Reprint. 

ed.). Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press. p. 139. ISBN 978-0262650380. 

• Swerdlow, N. M. "Urania Propitia, Tabulae Rudophinae faciles redditae a Maria Cunitia 
Beneficent Urania, the Adaptation of the Rudolphine Tables by Maria Cunitz." A Master 
of Science History. Springer, Dordrecht, 2011. 81-121. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20160727222923/http:/www.muslimheritage.com:80/article/womens-contribution-classical-islamic-civilisation-science-medicine-and-politics#sec7
https://web.archive.org/web/20160727222923/http:/www.muslimheritage.com:80/article/womens-contribution-classical-islamic-civilisation-science-medicine-and-politics#sec7
https://web.archive.org/web/20160727222923/http:/www.muslimheritage.com:80/article/womens-contribution-classical-islamic-civilisation-science-medicine-and-politics#sec7
https://web.archive.org/web/20160727222923/http:/www.muslimheritage.com:80/article/womens-contribution-classical-islamic-civilisation-science-medicine-and-politics#sec7
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-hildegard-of-bingen/
https://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/engelhardt1818bd2/0001/image
https://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/engelhardt1818bd2/0001/image
%3cp%3e%3ca%20href=%22https:/books.google.com/books?id=OQ8mdTjxungC&pg=PA100&lpg=PA100&dq=Marie+De+Cotteblanche&source=bl&ots=zuzPLuyJxY&sig=ZIBpWAMB95Ya9Z77Y67SQBFT0t8&hl=en&ei=v0bvTYebAoeohAfBhYG7CQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=4&ved=0CBkQ6AEwAw#v=onepage&q=Marie%20De%20Cotteblanche&f=false">Encyclopedia of women in the Renaissance: Italy, France, and England </a> By Diana Maury Robin, Anne R. Lars. Publisher ABC-CLIO, 2007, ISBN 1851097724
https://www.schoolsobservatory.org/learn/careers/astronomy/astrowomen/Brahe


• Bernardi, Gabriella. "Jeanne Dumée (1660–1706)." The Unforgotten Sisters. Springer, 
Cham, 2016. 75-79. 

• Aubin, David. "Jeanne Dumée as astronomer and woman in Seventeenth-Century 
France: The myth and her lost voice." Journal for the History of Astronomy 47.3 (2016): 
231-255. 

• Spradley, Joseph L. "Women and the Stars." The Physics Teacher 28.6 (1990): 372-377. 

• Spradley, Joseph L. "Two centennials of star catalogs compiled by women." Astronomy 
Quarterly 7.3 (1990): 177-184. 

• Larsen, Kristine. "‘A Woman’s Place is in the Dome’: Gender and the Astronomical 
Observatory, 1670–1970." MP: An Online Feminist Journal 2.5 (2009): 104-24. 

• Graney, Christopher.   The Art and Observations of Maria Clara Eimmart and Johann 

Georg Locher.”   The Vatican Observatory / The Catholic Astronomer.   Feb 3, 2018.   

Accessed online at:  https://www.vofoundation.org/blog/art-observations-maria-clara-

eimmart-johann-georg-locher/  

• Robyn Arianrhod, Seduced by Logic. Emilie Du Chatelet, Mary Somerville and the 

Newtonian Revolution, Oxford University Press, 2012 

• Ruth Hagengruber, Émilie du Châtelet between Leibniz and Newton, Springer Science & 

Business Media, 2011 

• Judith Zinsser, Dame d'Esprit: A Biography of the Marquise du Châtelet, New York, 

Viking, 2006 

• Robert Debever, « La marquise du Châtelet traduit et commente les Principia de 

Newton », Bulletin de la Classe des Sciences, 5e série (Bruxelles : Académie royale des 

Sciences, des Lettres et des Beaux-Arts), vol. 73, 1987, p. 509-527 

• Chapter 8 "Gabrielle Émilie le Tonnelier de Bretuil du Châtelet-Lomont" in A History of 

Women Philosophers: Modern Women Philosophers, 1600-1900, by Mary Ellen Waithe 

• de Lalande, Joseph Jérôme Le Français. Astronomie des dames. Ménard et Desenne, Fils, 
1817. 

• Peterson, Barbara Bennett. "Wang Zhenyi, scientist, Qing dynasty." Notable Women of 
China. Routledge, 2016. 377-381. 

• Herschel, Mrs John. Memoir and correspondence of Caroline Herschel. Cambridge 
Library Collection, 1876. 

• Herschel, Caroline. "I. An account of a new comet. In a letter from Miss Caroline 
Herschel to Charles Blagden, MD Sec. R. S." Philosophical Transactions of the Royal 
Society of London 77 (1787): 1-3. 

• Hoskin, Michael. "Caroline Herschel as observer." Journal for the History of Astronomy 
36.4 (2005): 373-406. 

• Ogilvie, Marilyn Bailey. "Caroline Herschel's contributions to astronomy." Annals of 
Science 32.2 (1975): 149-161. 

• Hughes, David W. "Caroline Lucretia Herschel--Comet Huntress." Journal of the British 
Astronomical Association 109 (1999): 78-85. 

• Hoskin, Michael. "Caroline Herschel: Assistant astronomer or astronomical assistant?" 
History of science 40.4 (2002): 425-444. 

https://www.vofoundation.org/blog/art-observations-maria-clara-eimmart-johann-georg-locher/
https://www.vofoundation.org/blog/art-observations-maria-clara-eimmart-johann-georg-locher/


• Winterburn, Emily. "Caroline Herschel: agency and self-presentation." Notes and 
Records: the Royal Society Journal of the History of Science 69.1 (2015): 69-83. 

• Bryan, Margaret. A compendious system of astronomy, in a course of familiar lectures... 
Also trigonometrical and celestial problems... and a vocabulary of the terms of science.. 
J. Wallis; Wynne&Scholey, 1799. 

• Saridakis, Voula. "For ‘the present and future happiness of my dear Pupils’: The 
astronomical and educational legacy of Margaret Bryan." Culture and Cosmos 16 (2014): 
241-253. 

• Larsen, Kristine. "Margaret Bryan and Jane Marcet: Making Space for “Space” in British 
Women’s Science Writing." Gender and Space in British Literature, 1660-1820. 
Routledge, 2016. 79-94. 

• Logan, Gabriella Berti. "Caterina Scarpellini: astronomy and meteorology in 
Risorgimento Rome." Nuncius 20.1 (2005): 189-217. 

• Scarpellini, Caterina. "La grande cometa del 30 Giugno 1861." Il Nuovo Cimento (1855-
1868) 14.1 (1861): 69-72. 

• Logan, Gabriella Berti. Italian women in science from the Renaissance to the nineteenth 
century. University of Ottawa (Canada), 1999. 

• Patterson, Elizabeth C. "The case of Mary Somerville: an aspect of nineteenth-century 
science." Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society 118.3 (1974): 269-275. 

• Lamprecht, Elizabeth Ann. "The life of Mary Fairfax Somerville, mathematician and 
scientist: A study in contrasts." Michigan Academician 42.1 (2015): 1-25. 

• Arianrhod, Robyn. Seduced by Logic: Émilie Du Châtelet, Mary Somerville and the 
Newtonian Revolution. Oxford University Press, 2012. 

• Patterson, Elizabeth Chambers. Mary Somerville and the cultivation of science, 1815–
1840. Vol. 102. Springer Science & Business Media, 2012. 

• Somerville, Martha. Personal Recollections, From Early Life to Old Age, of Mary 

Somerville. Boston: Roberts Brothers, 1874. (written by her daughter) Reprinted by AMS 

Press (January 1996), ISBN 0-404-56837-8 

• Neeley, Kathryn A. Mary Somerville: Science, Illumination, and the Female Mind, 

Cambridge & New York: Cambridge University Press, 2001. 

• David Baron. "Petticoat Parliament" in American Eclipse. Liveright; 1 edition (June 6, 

2017) pp.  34-41 

• Bailey Ogilvie, M. Obligatory amateurs: Annie Maunder (1868–1947) and British women 

astronomers at the dawn of professional astronomy.  The British Journal for the History 

of Science, 33(1), p. 67-84. (2000).  

• Bruck, M. T. "Alice Everett and Annie Russell Maunder torch-bearing women 

astronomers".  Irish Astronomical Journal, vol. 21(3/4), p. 281 (1994) 

• Sobel, Dava. The Glass Universe: How the Ladies of the Harvard Observatory Took the 

Measure of the Stars. Penguin, 2017. 

• Bergland, Renee. Maria Mitchell and the Sexing of Science. Beacon Press, 2008. 

• Davis, Herman S. "Women astronomers: 400-1750 AD" Popular Astronomy 6 (1898): 

129-138 



• Clerke, Agnes Mary. A popular history of astronomy during the nineteenth century. A. 

and C. Black, 1908. 

• Rizzo, P. V. "Early daughters of Urania." Sky and Telescope 14 (1954). 

• Hughes, D. W. "Caroline Lucretia Herschel -- Comet Huntress" Journal of the British 

Astronomical Association, vol.109, no.2, p.78-85 

• Kohlstedt, Sally Gregory. "Maria Mitchell: The advancement of women in science." New 
England Quarterly (1978): 39-63. 

• Mitchell, Maria. Maria Mitchell: Life, letters, and journals. Lee and Shepard, 1896. 

• Wright, Helen. "Sweeper in the sky; the life of Maria Mitchell, first woman astronomer 
in America." New York, Macmillan Co., 1949. (1949). 
 

 

 

 

1850 – Present 

 

Coming Soon. 


